Thornapple Valley Baseball League Procedures and Rules

2017– Revision 17 – 4.10.2016
INTRODUCTION

This is not a complete set of rules governing play in the Thornapple Valley Baseball League.  Game play in all TVBL leagues is governed by the Official Baseball Rules published by The National Baseball Congress, Inc.  All Rules apply for all leagues, except as clarified or amended by the TVBL rules printed below

TVBL Board of Directors

The TVBL Board of Directors reserves the right to add, delete, or modify any rule as deemed appropriate.

At the Lions Fields facility, a designated “Director of the Day” shall be available while most games are in play.  The Director of the Day is a TVBL Board Member who is responsible for overseeing activities during that day’s games.

SAFETY and comfort

Rule 1 – player SAFETY

while taking part in any TVBL activities, it shall be stressed and demonstrated that player safety is of utmost concern to all.

Rule 2 – players at rest

during games, all players are to remain in the dugout or on the bench unless they are on-deck, in-the-hole, or warming up to go into the game.

rule 3 – bystanders

league officials and players and coaches of the teams playing are the only people to be on the field or in the dugouts.

rule 4 – JEWELRY

Exposed neck chains, watches, bracelets, earrings, rings, or any other exposed items that may distract or be hazardous, may not be worn during the game.

RULE 5 – FIRST AID

First aid kits are available in the equipment sheds at the Lions facility and at the youth league’s “Pool field.”  Ice is available, as well, at the lions facility concession building during business hours. An Automated External DEFIBRILLATOR (AED) is available in the batting cage building attached to the north wall between the men’s and women’s bathrooms

RULE 6 – utilities

Concession and restroom facilities are available at the Lions fields.  Any facilities needing service or found in disrepair should immediately be reported to the concession staff or a tvbl board member.

RULE 7 – pets

pet owners are expected to clean up after their pets and to keep them under their control at all times.  failure to do so may result in the pet owner being asked to remove their pet from the grounds for the safety and comfort of all.

WEATHER

Rule 1 – pre-game cancellations

the decision to play or cancel games under adverse weather conditions will be made by the tvbl board of directors. on such days, Coaches and parents should check the website regularly for updated information.

Rule 2 – cancellations during games

Safety shall be the primary consideration. games-in-process can be delayed or cancelled due to adverse conditions, including insufficient daylight, through the determination by the TVBL Director of the day.  in the situation where a Director of the day is not present (such as at the pool or at other non-tvbl fields,) coaches SHOULD FIRST ATTEMPT TO CONTACT THE DIRECTOR AT LIONS PARK AND, IF UNABLE, may make the determination.   

RUle 3 – tornado WATCHES AND warnings

all evening games are automatically cancelled if a tornado warning is in effect through 5:00 p.m. in Kent County or whenever such a condition is announced during a game.  gAMES ARE NOT AUTOMATICALLY CANCELLED DURING A TORNADO watch.

rule 4 – thunder/lightning

tvbl adheres to the coaches guide, published by the national oceanic and atmospheric administration. games shall be suspended when thunder is heard or when lightning is sighted.  further play will not be resumed until a minimum of 30 minutes has passed, no further thunder is heard and no further lightning is seen, and play, in the judgment of the tvbl directors, can be resumed safely. any suspended games will be cancelled pursuant to rule 3 above.  suspended or cancelled games are subject to the “called Game” rules in effect for each league. incomplete games will be rescheduled at the discretion of the tvbl directors.

Player selection

PLAYER PITCH LEAGUE DRAFTs
Objective

Balanced teams in terms of ability and number via an evaluation and draft process.

Pre-Draft Set-up

Coaches – No more than two coaches can be assigned to a team prior to the draft.  A 3rd coach can be added after the draft from parents of players drafted.

Coaches’ players - removed from draft pool and placed according to evaluation ranking.  

Evaluations - All players, except coaches’ players, are to attend player evaluations conducted by the league in advance of the draft.  players Not attending evaluations will be ENTERED INTO A RANDOM DRAWING OR BE PLACED IN THE DRAFT, at the discretion of the board, AFTER discussION with THE coaches.  

ranking of  coaches’ players – coaches’ players shall be ranked according to their evaluation from the prior year.  any player who did not play in tvbl in the season immediately prior to the draft shall attend the player evaluations AND BE EVALUATED BY  Those members of the board present. if a COACH’S player has not beEn evaluated from the prior season AND does not attend the player evaluations, he shall be the team’s first round draft pick. 

rookie, minor and majoR*  league draft – coaches’ kids slotting

EACH RANKED COACHES’ PLAYER SHALL BE SLOTTED IN THAT TEAM’S DRAFT BOARD AS THE DRAFT SLOT CORRESPONDING TO THE PLAYER’S TEAM RANKING FROM PRIOR SEASON.  IN THE EVENT BOTH COACHES’ PLAYERS ARE RANKED THE SAME, ONE PLAYER SHALL BE SLOTTED IN THE DRAFT PICK IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE PLAYER’S RANK. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RE-SLOT A PLAYER IF IT BELIEVES IT IS NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE INTEGRITY OF THIS RULE.

*2015 EXCEPTION FOR MAJOR – WILL FOLLOW 2ND YEAR SLOTTING FOR SENIOR BELOW due to change from 2 year grouping to 1

senior league drafts – coaches’ kids slotting
[image: image1.png]slotting Coaches Kids in First Year of Senior for 2015 (7th Graders)

Prior Season Evaluation Rank Slotting for This Year's Draft
1 2
2 3
3 4
4 H
H 6
6 7
7 H
8 9
9 10
10 1
1 12
12 13



           [image: image2.png]Slotting Coaches Kids in 2nd Year of Senior for 2015 (8th Graders)

Prior Season Evaluation Rank Slotting for This Year's Draft
1 1
2 1
3 2
4 2
H 3
6 3
7 4
8 H
9 6
10 7
1 H
12 9




Siblings – Unless otherwise requested by their parents/guardians, when a sibling is drafted, the team drafting that player also drafts that player’s siblings and the extra players count as the team’s pick in the APPROPRIATE round(s.)   In order to preserve team size balance, all sibling groups must be drafted by the end of the second-to-last round in the draft (or third-to-last in the event of three-sibling groups).  Any sibling groups not drafted will automatically be counted as the 2nd to last and last round draft pick of the last team(s) to pick in the draft.  The board reserves the right, in extreme hardship circumstances (health issues, etc.) to treat non-related players as siblings.  

Draft Position - Prior to the start of the draft, each team will select a draft position via blind draw. 

Draft Process

1) Draft 1st Round

a) The draft will start with the team drawing the first DRAFT position and continue through the last draft position.

b) Each team will have no more than two minutes to make a selection.

2) Draft 2nd Round

a) The 2nd round of the draft will start with the team drawing the last draft position and continue in reverse order through the first draft position. 

b) Each team will have no more than two minutes to make a selection.

3) Draft Round 3 through End

a) Steps 2 & 3 are repeated until all eligible players are drafted with the following exceptions:

i) skipping the picks for teams with more than 2 coaches’ players.

ii) A supplemental pick between rounds for teams with less than two coaches’ players.  If more than one team, supplemental picks are to be made in draft order.

4) Random Draw - At the conclusion of the draft of eligible players, all players who 

were not otherwise deemed eligible will be drawn randomly and assigned to teams continuing in the order left off at the end of that portion of the draft.  IN ADDITION, IF THERE ARE NOT SUFFICIENT PLAYERS TO COMPRISE THE SAME NUMBER OF PLAYERS ON EACH TEAM, THE LAST ROUND OF THE DRAFT AND ALL PLAYERS ADDED AFTER THE DRAFT WILL BE CONDUCTED VIA RANDOM DRAW WHICH WILL BE KNOWN ONLY TO A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WHO DOES NOT HAVE A CHILD PLAYING IN THAT DIVISION.

5) The final, completed draft control sheet should be reviewed by all coaches, initialed by one representative of each team and returned by the draft monitor to the draft coordinator immediately following the draft.

6) NO TRADES ARE ALLOWED FOR ANY REASON.  THE PLAYERS DRAFTED BY EACH TEAM ARE THE team’s PLAYERS FOR THE SEASON.

Post Draft

1) after the draft, TVBL will send an email to each team’s coaches with a confirmed list of the players drafted by the team. 

2) Coaches should make every effort to contact each of the players by telephone to welcome them to the team, Let them know who their teammates are, and tell their parents when they should expect their first practice.  All players should be talked to no later than the Saturday after the draft as player names will be posted on our website EARLY the following WEEK.  We really do not want players finding out about their team placement by looking on the Internet.
3) Coaches should follow up their telephone calls with an email to the whole team, disseminating the roster and schedule information, practice information and any other words of wisdom.

4) Any players joining the league subsequent to the completion of the draft will be assigned by the league to teams in draft order beginning where the live draft left off.  Coaches will be notified of any new players and should contact them quickly to welcome them to their team.

Remember – practices cannot start earlier than the date determined by the TVBL Board and no more than three combined practices/games can be had in any one week.  Most coaches take the full Spring Break week off for practicing but some may hold an informal practice for those not leaving town.

YOUTH LEAGUE RANDOM DRAW DRAFT

Objective

Balanced teams via a blind draw with equal age distribution, and siblings on the same team.

Pre-Draft Set-up

Coaches – No more than two coaches can be assigned to a team prior to the draft.  A 3rd coach can be added after the draft from parents of players drafted.

Coaches’ players - Removed from draft pool and slotted on the draft control sheet in their corresponding team and age grouping.

Player Groupings - All players sorted by age and then grouped in three categories

· 7’s and Young 8’s

· Older 8’s and Young 9’s

· Older 9’s

Siblings – One chip per group of siblings with all numbers for that group on a single chip.  When drafted, each player on the chip will be placed in the next available slot for the appropriate age group.  The sibling chip is placed in the draft pool group of the youngest player in the group.  The board reserves the right, in extreme hardship circumstances (health issues, etc.) to treat non- related players as siblings.  All sibling groupings will be communicated prior to the draft.

Draft Process

Sibling Draw

1) All sibling chips are placed in a can with enough blank chips so the total number of chips equals the total number of teams drafting players.

a) Teams draw one chip in team number order 

b) Teams that draw a blank chip drafted no players in this round.

c) Teams that draw a chip containing a sibling group have “drafted” those players and each players draft number is written into the next unused slot for that team in the appropriate age group on the control sheet.

i) Group 1 = YOUNGEST THIRD

ii) Group 2 =  MIDDLE THIRD

iii) Group 3 =  OLDEST THIRD

2) Group 1 Draw (Round 1-4)

a) All chips from Group 1 are placed in a can (no blank chips.)

b) Teams draw a chip from the can in team number order 

c) The draft number of the player chosen is written into the next unused slot for that team in the appropriate age group on the control sheet.

d) Important: Once all of the slots for a team in Group 1 have been filled, that team is finished with the Group 1 portion of the draft and does not draw chips again until the Group 2 Draw begins.

e) Repeat steps b - d until all chips in the can have been drawn.

3) Group 2 Draw (Round 5-8)

a) All chips from Group 2 are placed in a can (no blank chips.)

b) Teams draw a chip from the can in team number order 

c) The draft number of the player chosen is written into the next unused slot for that team in the appropriate age group on the control sheet.

d) Important: Once all of the slots for a team in Group 2 have been filled, that team is finished with the Group 2 portion of the draft and does not draw chips again until the Group 3 Draw begins.

e) Repeat steps b - d until all chips in the can have been drawn.

4) Group 3 Draw (Round 9-13)

a) All chips from Group 3 are placed in a can (no blank chips.)

b) Teams draw a chip from the can in team number order 

c) The draft number of the player chosen is written into the next unused slot for that team in the appropriate age group on the control sheet.

d) Important: Once all of the slots for a team in Group 3 have been filled, that team is finished with the draft!

e) Repeat steps b - d until all chips in the can have been drawn.

5) The final, completed draft control sheet should be reviewed by all coaches, initialed by one representative of each team and returned by the draft monitor to the draft coordinator immediately following the draft.

6) NO TRADES ARE ALLOWED FOR ANY REASON.  THE PLAYERS DRAFTED BY EACH TEAM ARE THE team’s PLAYERS FOR THE SEASON.

Post Draft

1) after the draft, TVBL will send an email to each team’s coaches with a confirmed list attached (Excel Spreadsheet) of the players drafted by the team.  This list will include parents/guardians names, player address, contact information (phone, email addresses) and each player’s requested shirt size (to be used when passing out uniforms.)  Also included will be a 2nd tab containing each team’s regular season game schedule.

2) Coaches should make every effort to contact each of their players by telephone to welcome them to the team, Let them know who their teammates are, and tell their parents when they should expect their first practice.  All players should be talked to no later than Saturday after the draft as player names will be posted on our website EARLY the following WEEK.  We really do not want players finding out about their team placement by looking on the Internet.
3) Coaches should follow up their telephone calls with an email to the whole team, disseminating the roster and schedule information, practice information and any other words of wisdom.

Remember – practices cannot start earlier than the date determined by the TVBL Board and no more than three combined practices/games can be had in any one week.  Most coaches take the full Spring Break week off for practicing but some may hold an informal practice for those not leaving town.
equipment

rule 1 – UNIFORMS

the league shall provide a hat and a JERSEY, WHICH must be worn during scheduled league games.  Fielders other than the catcher are to wear their hats with the bills forward.  no other headgear may be worn (other than helmets) and no alteration of the uniform is allowed.  players are responsible for providing their own baseball pants to be worn during league games.  shorts may not be worn by players during games and are strongly discouraged for practices.

rule 2 – footwear

no metal spikes are allowed.  Gym shoes or rubber-cleated shoes are required.

Rule 3 – Catcher’s Gear

ALL CATCHERS MUST WEAR A HELMET and CHEST AND SHIN PROTECTORS WHEN BEHIND THE PLATE.  ANYTIME ANY PLAYER IS WARMING UP A PITCHER, WHETHER IN THE BULLPEN AREA OR ON THE FIELD BETWEEN INNINGS, THAT PLAYER MUST WEAR A FACEMASK.

rule 3a – catcher’s mitt

a catcher’s mitt is required in the minor, major, and senior leagues.  one shall be supplied to each team.  catchers in the Rookie, youth and instructional leagues may use a different position glove as long as the condition of the glove is acceptable and its use will not interfere with the game.

Rule 4 – (UNDER) PROTECTIVE WEAR

All players are encouraged to wear protective cups.  Male catchers and home plate umpires must wear a protective cup in youth league and above.

rule 5 – uniform COMPLIANCE

Any player who is not in compliance with uniform and/or footwear regulations shall not be allowed to enter the game.

rule 6 – HELMETS

tvbl provides protective helmets for each team.  helmets must be worn by the batter, on-deck batter, all base runners, and player base coaches, during games and organized practices.  A base runner deliberately removing his helmet shall be called out by the umpire.

Rule 7 – Bats

    THE FOLLOWING ARE each ACCEPTABLE BAT TYPES:  

1. BAT MARKED WITH THE USSSA 1.15 BPF STAMP

2. SINGLE PIECE METAL 

3. WOODEN

4. BAT MARKED AS BBCOR certified (typically applicable to high school aged players)  

A PLAYER WHO STEPS INTO THE BATTER’S BOX WITH AN ILLEGAL BAT SHALL BE CALLED OUT.  IF AN INFRACTION IS NOTICED AFTER THE PLAYER’S “AT BAT” HE WILL BE CALLED OUT AS LONG AS IT PRECEDES THE FIRST PITCH OF THE NEXT BATTER’S “AT BAT”.

rule 8 – balls

the umpires shall provide two Regulation hard baseballs for each game in the youth league and above.  one of the balls will be new and one will be gently used.  for instructional league games, coaches are to use the regulation-sized safety baseballs that they are issued to them at the beginning of the season.

rule 9 – Rules

The league shall provide TVBL GENERAL RULES and league specific regulations.  Each team’s coaches and players shall be responsible for knowing their league’s rules and regulations as well as the official rules of baseball.

RULE 10 – Scorekeeping books

The league shall provide Score books for each team.  Each team must keep a score book on their team and the opposing team.  each team is responsible for finding and appointing a scorekeeper for each game.  Scores must be verified with the home plate umpire every half-inning.

RULE 11 – Line-up sheets

The league shall provide line-up sheets for each team.  a line-up sheet showing the batting order and defensive positions for all players throughout the ENTIRE game (EXCEPT IN THE SENIOR LEAGUE) must be provided to the opposing team and home plate umpire before each game. 
(See the sample line-up sheet at the end of the general rules)

rule 12 – Score cards

the league shall provide score cards to be completed by the umpires during each game.  the head coaches of both teams must verify the scores and sign (or initial) the completed card at the end of their game.  signed score cards are then to be returned to the ump shed by one of the umpires. 

RULE 13 – Umpire evaluation cards

in our continuing efforts to motivate and improve the performance of our umpires, the league provides umpire evaluation cards to be completed and turned in by both head coaches immediately following every game.  These cards should be partially completed already and given to the coaches by the umpires at the conclusion of every game.

regardless of who wins or loses, coaches should take the time to thoughtfully complete these umpire report cards and ensure that they are promptly returned to the coaches’ box at either field facility.

Playing Field/grounds Maintenance

rule 1 – field use/preparation

The grounds and fields used by the league are not owned by TVBL.  however, preparation of the fields and maintenance of the grounds are all of our responsibility. Coaches and parents may be asked to help prepare the fields if adverse weather delays REGULAR field preparation.   

rule 2 – cleaning up/personal responsibility

After each game and practice, coaches should direct their players to clean up in and around the dugout area for litter, empty bottles, equipment, and personal belongings, and help cover the fields.  coaches should instill in their players the ideal of leaving the area better than how they found it.

rule 3 – out of bounds lines

on fields that are not entirely surrounded by fencing such as on our Instructional and youth fields, out of bounds lines extend from the backstop parallel to the foul lines. Out of Bounds Lines – need to be added to extend white lines on the grass on Lions Field #3 and the Forest Hills Pool Field to clearly define out of bounds for the umpires, players, and coaches.  If a ball touches the line, it should be considered out of bounds.

Schedules - TVBL

rule 1 – game schedule

League schedules are determined based on the number of teams in each league.  they will be distributed to the coaches no later than one month prior to opening day.

rule 2 – rescheduling games

The rescheduling of Cancelled games will be coordinated by the tvbl SCHEDULER. He will ensure field and umpire availability and will notify the concession staff.  rescheduled Games Will be posted on the tvbl web-site as soon as possible.   

rule 2a – rescheduled incomplete games

incomplete games being completed at a later date, shall resume with the same line-ups and batting orders as in the original games.  players who were not present at the original game may be added to the bottom of the lineup.  all “rosters and positions” rules, including “innings required,” “substitutions,” “innings at a position,” and “catching,” and all “pitching” rules, apply as if the game is being continued on the original date.  a pitcher who was removed or has pitched his limit of innings in the original game may not pitch.  the game shall resume at the exact point that it was suspended, including inning, outs, base runners and pitch count.

RULE 3 – PRACTICES – how often

the combination of practices and games should be at least two times per week, but should not exceed three times per week.  BATTING CAGE-ONLY PRACTICES DO NOT COUNT TOWARD THIS LIMIT.

rule 3a – PRACTICES – how long

practice sessions should last no longer than two hours.

rule 3b – pre-season practice

a pre-season practice field schedule covering two practices per week will be distributed to the coaches.  Coaches must find their own field for a third practice, if desired.

operations/GENERAL RULES

Rule 1 – Home Team dugout

the Home team shall always occupy the third base dugout or bench.

Rule 2 – starting times

aLL START TIMES WILL BE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE.

Rule 3 – Batting practice

No batting practice is allowed on the field within thirty minutes of game time.

Rule 4 – infield practice

infield practice for the visiting team is to begin twenty minutes before game time.  Infield practice for the home team begins ten minutes before game time.  Infield is to be taken on the infield, leaving the outfield for the opposing team to start or complete their warm-ups. teams not ready at their scheduled infield practice times lose that practice time.  in the event of multiple games in one day, the league or the umpires, in their sole discretion, may limit or cancel infield practice between games.

Rule 5 – forfeit due to lack of players

If one team consisting of a least eight players is present and the other team does not have at least eight players by ten minutes past the scheduled game time, the team able to field a team wins.  The score is recorded as 1-0.

Rule 5a – forfeit due to illegal player

Only players on the official roster are allowed to play.  In the event a player not on the roster plays in a game, the team using the non-roster player will forfeit that game and the score is recorded as 1-0.

rule 6 – time-out at bat

No more than one charged time-out per inning is allowed for the team at bat.

rule 7 – Defensive substitutions

Defensive substitutions are allowed, as long as the rules regarding minimum playing time in both infield and outfield are not violated.

rule 8 – chatter from players and coaches

Neither players nor coaches may distract individual members of the other team by using their names or verbally harassing them in any way.  this includes Catchers talking to or verbally harassing batters, as well as Chatter directed toward batters from players on the field.

Coaches shall also control their own volume and refrain from talking-up their own players in such an excessive manner that it distracts and/or demeans players on the opposing Team.

rule 9 – Conduct

Player and/or coach conduct determined by the TVBL Board of Directors as being “unsportsmanlike” may result in suspension or expulsion from the league.

rule 10 – standings

official league standings are maintained by the director of umpires and posted regularly on the league website and at both field facilities.  standings are not kept in the instructional league.

COACHING

rule 1 – number of coaches

PRE DRAFT, ONLY TWO COACHES PER TEAM CAN BE PRE-ESTABLISHED.  iN SEASON, No more than three coaches (including score keeper) are allowed to be with the team on the field (including the dugout) during games.  Coaches (in all leagues except instructional) are required to stay on the bench or in the dugout while the game is in progress unless they are coaching a base or pitching in the instructional and youth leagues.
rule 2 – Base Coaches

Base coaches must remain in the area of the coaches’ box during the game.  Attempts to move more than seven feet up the line are a clear distraction to the catcher, pitcher, fielders and umpires.  The first offense in a game will result in a warning, the second offense will result in a strike to the batter, and the third offense will result in the batter being called out.

BATTING

Rule 1 – Batting Order

All players on the team roster are to be included in the batting order and the sequence may NOT be altered during the game.  A player may be removed from the batting order due to illness or injury.  An injured player removed from a game may return to the game only in the same spot of that player’s original position in the batting order. if an injured batter is removed during an uncompleted at-bat, the next scheduled batter shall assume the injured batter’s count.

rule 2 – batting out-of-order

if a batter bats out of order, the proper batter is called out.  any hit or advance made by the batter or runners due to the hit, walk, error or other reason is nullified.  the next batter is the one who follows the proper batter who was called out.  any appeal regarding an out-of-order batter must be made prior to a pitch being delivered to the next proper batter.

Rule 3 – Late arrivalS

Any player arriving AFTER THE scheduled game time and not already on the line-up card is inserted at the end of the batting order. 

Rule 4 – Throwing a bat 

Any batter throwing a bat will result in the umpire first issuing a warning to Both teams.  any subsequent violations by Either team will result in the offender immediately being called out.

Rule 5 – Bunting

Bunting is allowed in all leagues except instructional.

rule 6 – intentional walks

an intentional walk does not require four balls to be pitched.  a pitcher or coach may simply declare an intentional walk and the batter shall be awarded first base.  THERE ARE NO INTENTIONAL WALKS IN THE INSTRUCTIONAL OUR YOUTH LEAGUES.

base running

Rule 1 – running outside base path 

A base runner is out when running more than three feet outside a straight line between bases to avoid being tagged.

RULE 2 – Deliberate contact

A BASE RUNNER SHALL BE CALLED OUT AND MAY BE REMOVED FROM THE GAME WHEN, IN THE UMPIRE'S JUDGMENT, THE PLAYER DELIBERATELY RUNS INTO THE DEFENSIVE PLAYER ATTEMPTING TO MAKE THE TAG FOR THE PUTOUT.

RULE 3 – Sliding

HEAD FIRST SLIDES ARE NOT ALLOWED EXCEPT IN THE SENIOR LEAGUE.  IN ALL LEAGUES, A PLAYER MAY DIVE HEAD FIRST BACK TO A BAG AFTER OVER RUNNING IT OR TO AVOID BEING PICKED OFF (IN LEAGUES WHERE LEAD- OFFS ARE ALLOWED.)

    IF THE BALL IS BEING THROWN TO A BASE THAT A RUNNER IS APPROACHING AND IF THERE IS A CHANCE FOR A PLAY, THE RUNNER MUST ATTEMPT TO AVOID COLLISION BY SLIDING, SLOWING DOWN, OR RUNNING AROUND THE PLAYER CATCHING THE BALL (TO AVOID INJURY).  FAILURE TO ATTEMPT AVOIDING CONTACT DURING A PLAY WILL RESULT IN THE RUNNER BEING CALLED OUT.

rule 3a – Close play

A close play is a judgment call on the part of the umpire.  All base runners wanting to avoid being called out on any given play should slide.  

rule 3b – returning to a base

sliding back into a base already legally reached, such as on a pick-off play, is not required.  however, the runner may still be called out if more than incidental contact is made with the fielder.

Rule 4 – BASE RUNNING AFTER a ball goes out of play

In all leagues except instructional and youth, base runners may safely advance to the next base beyond that which they are closest after a ball goes out of play.
rule 4a – out of play – examples

A ball is out of play when it goes out of bounds, into a dugout, over a fence, behind the backstop, or is lodged in a fence or backstop.

Rule 5 – base coach interference

A runner may be called out if he is touched by a base coach and the umpire deems there was interference with a play.

rule 6 – Base runner substitutionS

Substituting for a base runner is allowed ONLY IN THE EVENT OF AN injury.  THE INJURED PLAYER MUST THEN SIT OUT FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE GAME.

rule 7 – False Tag

A defensive player is not allowed to make a tag without the ball to decoy the runner (false tag).  If a false tag occurs, one additional base will be awarded to the runner after the play is completed.

pITCHING
RULE 1 – WARM UPS
a PITCHER SHALL BE ALLOWED 5 WARM-UP PITCHES UNLESS THE PITCHER IS COMING INTO THE GAME COLD.  A PITCHER COMING INTO THE GAME COLD SHALL BE ALLOWED 8 WARM-UP PITCHES.  A PITCHER WHO HAS WARMED-UP IN THE BULLPEN SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED TO BE COMING INTO THE GAME COLD.  A PITCHER WHO IS COMING IN FROM ANOTHER POSITION IN THE FIELD SHALL BE CONSIDERED COMING INTO THE GAME COLD.

umpiring

Rule 1 – umpire attendance confirmation by coaches

umpires are expected to arrive at the field thirty minutes prior to their game.  if no umpires are in attendance within 15 minutes of game time, coaches should immediately notify the head of umpires or a tvbl board member.

Rule 2 – authority

Umpires are furnished by TVBL for all games (except Instructional league, where the home team coach selects an adult umpire.  umpires have authority over the game. it is the intent of TVBL that the rules be interpreted in the spirit of good sportsmanship and fair play so that a good example is demonstrated to all of our young ball players.  The head of umpires and TVBl director of day will be available as much as possible to assist the umpires as needed.
Rule 3 – DISCUSSIONS with umpires

Head coachES ARE the only adultS allowed to discuss callS with umpires.

rule 4 – misconduct toward uMPIRES

tHERE IS NO PLACE FOR umpire harassment IN AMATEUR BASEBALL.  aNY PLAYER, COACH OR BENCH PERSONNEL WHO CHARGES AN UMPIRE SHALL BE EJECTED FROM THE GAME AND SHALL BE immediately SUSPENDED FROM any and all tvbl ACTIVITIES UNTIL SUCH PERSON HAS MET WITH THE TVBL BOARD of directors.

rule 5 – protests

protests are not a part of the instructional or youth leagues.  in those leagues, players, coaches, parents, and fans shall abide by the umpires’ decisions in every case.  In the Rookie, minor, major, and senior leagues the following information covers protests:

a)
no protest shall be considered on a decision involving an umpire’s judgment.  a protest shall be considered only when based on a violation or interpretation of a playing rule or the use of an ineligible player.

b)
a protest must be submitted by the head coach to the  umpires before any succeeding play begins.  the coach must refer to the rulebook and be prepared to show the umpires the written rule.  After such notice, if the umpires agree that the rule under protest was applied incorrectly, they may reverse the call.  if they do not agree, they must note the score, innings, outs, and base runner positions, before continuing the game.

c)
if a game is played under protest, the protesting coach must notify one of the league commissioners within 24 hours in writing.  the league commissioners  will resolve the protest within 48 hours.  the league president or tvbl director appointed by the league president has the final word on all protests.

d)
All coaches and officials are urged to take precautions to avoid protests.  if a protest situation is imminent, time should be taken whenever possible to resolve the situation before resorting to a protest.

rule 6 – ejections/violations and such

the umpire shall report to the head of umpires or a league director immediately following the game, all violations of rules or other incidents worthy of comment, including the ejection of a player or coach, and the reasons therefore.  the league shall require any ejected player or coach to appear before at least three tvbl board members to explain their conduct before allowing them to participate in any future tvbl activities.  in case of a player, his coach may also appear with him as an advisor.  the members of the tvbl board present at such meeting shall impose such penalty as they feel is warranted.

rule 7 – emergency time-out

umpires can call ‘time out’ while the ball is in play if they think a player is injured and that the injury requires immediate attention.

rule 8 – umpire score verification

umpires must keep a record of the runs scored.  both team score keepers should consult with the umpire each half inning to confirm the score.  the umpire score card is to be verified and signed by both coaches following every game and put into the coaches box.

rule 9 – Umpire substitutions

The home plate umpire, with the agreement of both head coaches, shall select a base umpire when one is not provided by TVBL

All-Star Game & Voting

All-Star games are played in youth league and above after the end of the regular season.  They are usually played around early July to coincide with the cascade township 4th of july festivities (see League Schedule).  The first games generally begin at or around noon, with a second game in the youth league to start 2 hours later.

The games will consist of six innings (seven innings for the Senior league) with each player playing at least four innings.

The Head Coaches of the teams winning their league championships and the runners-up will serve as All-Star Coaches.  The Head Coaches of other teams may serve as assistants.

The League director will determine the division of teams for these games based on league size and final season standings.

coaches will conduct the All-Star balloting near the end of the regular season.  Each player, Head Coach, and one registered Assistant Coach who is present when the vote is taken may vote for three All-Stars.  The coaches’ votes will each count double.  A team winning or tying for the championship of their division during the regular season will have at least one additional player in the All-Star game.

Each team will have an alternate All-Star.  The alternate is the player who received the most votes of all those not making the All-Star team.  In case of a tie, the Head Coach is given a tie-breaking vote.  The alternate will receive a certificate that indicates he is an alternate All-Star.  If a regular All-Star is unable to attend the All-Star game or play for any reason, the alternate from his team, if available, will take his place. Otherwise the alternates do not play.

Final regular season standings/division championships

Individual trophies shall be given to all players whose teams win their division during the regular season.

post season tournament/playoffs

All leagues (except instructional) play a tournament immediately following the regular season.

in the playoffs, Teams are seeded into brackets based upon the number of teams in the league and the regular season order of finish.  Seeding is based on won/lost records.  Ties for seeding are broken using the following criteria:

1.
The team with the best record in head-to-head competition is given the higher seed,

2.
the Team with the greater run differential in head-to-head meetings is given the higher seed if there is a difference,

3.
the team with the best record within its division is given the higher seed.

4.
if there is still a tie, a coin toss will decide the seed. in the event of a coin flip for the 1st place SEED, both teams will get 1st place trophies.

for all playoff games, The home team will be the team that finished highest in the regular season final standings.

trophies shall be awarded to the players on the first place and runner-up teams winning the post-season tournament at each league level.

Weather Related Rules for Playoffs: Semi-finals and finals of playoffs only –
games must go a complete 6 innings (5½ if home team is ahead) regardless of time limits, weather, or darkness (7 innings in senior, 6½ if home team is ahead).

If the 1st inning of the playoff game is complete, we will resume the playoff from where the weather interrupted the game.  If less than the 1st inning is complete, we will start the game over from the beginning.

This rule will not apply to the earlier rounds of the playoffs.  The earlier rounds (excluding the semi-finals and finals) will follow the regular season rules regarding weather

	#
	Player
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	4
	Johnny Bench
	C
	X
	SS
	P
	1st
	LC

	12
	Dylan Ryan 
	P
	P
	X
	R
	C
	2nd

	5
	Tyler Cobb
	SS
	SS
	LC
	X
	3rd
	SS

	11
	Carly Yastrzemski
	L
	RC
	2nd
	SS
	SS
	X

	1
	Austin Yount
	1st
	C
	RC
	2nd
	X
	C

	7
	Trent DiMaggio
	2nd
	2nd
	P
	X
	RC
	1st

	8
	Sally Sosa
	RC
	L
	C
	C
	X
	RC

	3
	Andrew Jones
	X
	R
	L
	RC
	2nd
	P

	9
	Jimmy Rice
	X
	LC
	R
	L
	P
	3rd

	10
	Nick Fidrych
	LC
	1st
	1st
	1st
	R
	X

	2
	Alex Trammell
	R
	L
	3rd
	3rd
	R
	L

	6
	Allie Kaline
	3rd
	3rd
	X
	LC
	LC
	R


sAMPLE PLAYER LINEUP

instructional league (ages 7 & Under – coach pitch)

eligibility

rule 1 – players cannot turn 8 prior to August 1st of the new playing

season.

Player selection

rule 1 – players are placed on teams by school and/or with friends.

Equipment & Field

Rule 1 – Bat size limit

Bats can be no longer than 33 inches in length and no more than 2 1/4 inches in diameter.

RULE 2 – distance between bases

The bases are to be 60 feet apart.

RULE 3 – PITCHER’S MOUND to plate distance

The DISTANCE BETWEEN THE rear POINT OF HOME PLATE AND THE FRONT SIDE OF THE pitching rubber SHALL BE 46 feet.  however, the pitcher, AN ADULT in this league, may move closer so that the batters are most comfortable.

Roster & Positions

Rule 1 – Number of players

Ten players are TO BE positioned on the field defensively.  The tenth player is a fourth outfielder.

Rule 2 – Outfield positionS

Outfielders are to play at approximately the same depth and equally spaced from each other.

Rule 3 – innings required

All players must play a minimum of four innings, with at least two innings in the infield and at least one inning in the outfield.

Rule 4 – SUBSTITUTIONS

No player may sit out two innings until each player has sat out at least one inning.

Rule 5 – Innings at a position

No player can play one position more than three innings.

Scoring & Game Rules

RUle 1 – run Limit

A team may score a maximum of six runs per half inning.

rule 2 – time limit

eXCEPT FOR INJURY-RELATED OR WEATHER-RELATED DELAYS, No new innings may begin after one hour (from the start of the game).

rule 3 – game length

A game consists of six full innings, even though the team that is behind may not be mathematically able to catch up because of the run limit rule.

rule 3a – tie game

A tie game after six complete innings or upon reaching the time limit, remains a tie.

rule 4 – infield fly rule

The infield fly rule is not in effect in this league.  thus, A fly ball in the infield is to be treated like any other fly ball.

cOACHING

rule 1 – Base coaches

the base coaches are to be adults, not players.  All adults are reminded that players at this young age need reminding about safety and paying attention.

rule 2 – outfield coaches

Up to Two coaches may be on the outfield grass on defense to instruct and encourage their players.

Pitching

rule 1 – pitcher

The actual pitcher is an adult.  Each team is to provide their own pitcher to pitch to their own batters.  OverHand throwing is recommended, although not required.  Though three strikes is recommended for all batters, coaches may agree to be LENIENT to allow players to develop and learn the skills of hitting The adult pitcher is to stay out of the way of, and not interfere with, the batted ball or the defensive players.  Any number of adult pitchers may be used.  
RULE 2 – PItcher interference

The adult pitcher must make every effort to avoid interfering with a batted ball or a defensive play.

if a batted ball or a ball thrown to first in an attempt to get the batter out touches the adult pitcher in any way, the play will be ruled dead and treated as a foul ball.  if any other thrown ball touches the adult pitcher, the play will be ruled dead and the base runners shall be placed where they would be if there was no interference.

Rule 3 – pitcher defensive POsition

One player is stationed next to the pitcher’s mound to defensively play the pitcher’s position. He must be within five feet of the pitching rubber when the ball is pitched, but no closer to home plate than the pitching rubber.

Batting

rule 1 – at bat

tHE fIRST TIME THROUGH THE BATTING ORDER, EVERY PLAYER MUST HIT FROM A BATTING TEE.  fROM THE SECOND TIME THROUGH THE BATTING ORDER ON, THE PITCHER IS ALLOWED FIVE PITCHES TO THE BATTER TO ALLOW The batter TO hit the ball.  aFTER FIVE PITCHES, IF THE BATTER HAS NOT HIT THE BALL, the BATTER SHOULD HIT THE BALL OFF OF A BATTING TEE..  There are no walks or called third strikes.  However, coaches may call balls and strikes to teach batters the strike zone.

rule 2 – dropped third strike

The dropped third strike rule is not in effect.  

rule 3 – Bunting

Bunting is not allowed and each batter must take a full swing.  a bunt or swinging bunt shall be called a foul ball.

Base running

Rule 1 – Lead-offs

leading off is not allowed.  Runners may not leave the base until the pitched ball has crossed home plate.

rule 2 – stealing

stealing is not permitted, even on passed balls and wild pitches.

rule 3 – base running after overthrows

No advance by any base runners is allowed on an overthrow to any base. 

rule 4 – throws from the outfield

Once a ball thrown from the outfield crosses the Grass line (the plane of the infield where the grass meets the dirt), runners are allowed to pursue only that base to which they were heading as the ball crossed the grass line.

All-Star Game & Voting

There is no All-Star game or All-Star voting in this league.

youth league (Ages 8 & 9 – machine pitch)

eligibility

rule 1 – players cannot turn 10 prior to August 1st of the new playing

season.

Player selection

rule 1 – random draw – special team placement requests not honored.

Equipment & Field

Rule 1 – Bat size limit

Bats can be no longer than 33 inches in length and no more than 2 1/4 inches in diameter.

Rule 2 – distance between bases

The bases are 60 feet apart.

rule 3 – PITCHER’S MOUND to plate distance

the DISTANCE BETWEEN THE rear POINT OF HOME PLATE AND THE FRONT SIDE OF THE PITCHING RUBBER SHALL BE 46 FEET.  The pitching machine shall be placed as close to the pitching rubber as possible.

ROSTERS & POSITIONS

RULE 1 – number of players

Ten players are TO BE positioned on the field defensively.  The tenth player is a fourth outfielder.

Rule 2 – Outfield positionS

Outfielders are to play at approximately the same depth and equally spaced from each other.

Rule 3 – innings required

All players must play a minimum of four innings, with at least two innings in the infield and at least one inning in the outfield.  For the Youth league only, catcher is NOT considered an infield position.

Rule 4 – SUBSTITUTIONS

No player may sit out two innings until each player has sat out at least one inning.

Rule 5 – Innings at a position

No player can play one position more than three innings, unless extra innings are necessary, in which case this rule is waived.

SCORING & GAME RULES

Rule 1 – run limit

a team may score a maximum of six runs per half inning.

rule 2 – time limit

eXCEPT FOR INJURY-RELATED OR WEATHER-RELATED DELAYS, no new innings may begin after 1 1/2 hours (from the start of the game.)

RULE 3 – game length

A GAME SHALL consist of SIX INNINGS IN DURATION, unless a team is unable to catch up due to the six run limit.  In that event, the game is over.

rule 3a – tie game

if the game is tied after six complete innings or upon reaching the time limit, up to two extra innings can be played.  If the game remains a tie after that, it stands as a tie.

rule 3b – called game

in a game that is called by the umpire, coaches, or League director due to adverse conditions, 3 complete innings or 2 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead, constitutes a complete game.  See “General Rules” 2A for resumption of suspended games.

rule 4 – infield fly rule

THE INFIELD FLY RULE is not in effect.  Thus, a fly ball in the infield is to be treated like any other fly ball.

cOACHING

rule 1 – coaches

base coaches are to be adults, not players.

PITCHING

rule 1 – pitcher
A coach or an adult from the batting team shall run the pitching machine. this person will be called the “feeder.”  the feeder cannot coach the players or other coaches. A warning will be given and the next OCCURRENCE from the same team will result in the player being coached by the feeder being called out.

Rule 1a – setting

The pitching machine shall be set at 40 MPH or at a setting determined by the TVBL board of directors.

rule 1b – pitching machine loading
prior to placing the ball into the pitching machine, the feeder shall hold the ball up and show it to the batter.

rule 1c – Pitching machine malfunction

IF THE PITCHING MACHINE FAILS, EITHER one of THE COACHes OF THE HITTING TEAM OR A PARENT DESIGNATED BY THAT COACH WILL PITCH.

rule 1d – feeder positioning
the feeder shall stand so the machine is directly between the feeder and home plate.

rule 2 – machine/feeder interference

a batted ball that strikes any part of the pitching machine or the feeder is deemed a single and the ball shall be ruled dead.  any other base runners shall advance one base. the power cord is deemed part of the pitching machine.

rule 3 – pitcher defensive position

One player is stationed next to the pitcher’s mound to defensively play the pitcher’s position. He must be within five feet of the pitching machine when the ball is pitched, but no closer to home plate than the pitching machine.  He can move from one side of the rubber to the other.

BATTING

rule 1 – at bat

the batter must hit the ball or strike out.  no walks are given due to a base on balls or getting hit by a pitch.  However, the plate umpire shall still call balls and strikes on all pitches, with a call of “ball” being considered a “no pitch.”

rule 2 – dropped third strike

The dropped third strike rule is not in effect.  therefore, the batter is out on the third strike REGARDLESS OF WHETHER or not the pitch IS LEGALLY CAUGHT BY THE CATCHER.

rule 3 – bunting

Bunting is allowed.

RULE 4 – PITCH HITS GROUND IN FRONT OF PLATE

A PITCH THROWN BY THE MACHINE (OR COACH) THAT HITS THE GROUND IN FRONT OF THE PLATE IS A DEAD BALL AND CONSIDERED A “NO PITCH” REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT THE BATTER SWINGS AND MISSES, HITS THE BALL OR IS HIT BY THE PITCH.

base running

Rule 1 – Lead-offs

leading off is not allowed.  Runners may not leave the base until the pitched ball has crossed home plate.

Rule 1a – Penalty for leaving base early

a runner leaving early will be sent back and given a team warning the first time.  subsequent violations by the same team shall result in the runner leaving early being called out.  If the pitch has been delivered, it shall be ruled a “no pitch” with no advance of base runners.  A violation by one base runner shall not affect other base runners.

rule 2 – stealing

stealing is not permitted, even on passed balls and wild pitches.

rule 3 – base running after overthrows

Base runners may not advance on an overthrow After the ball is secured in the infield. “Secured” is defined as any player having the ball in hand or glove.

an overthrow to any base after the ball was secured in the infield shall result a dead ball. 

rule 4 – throws from the outfield

Once a ball thrown from the outfield is secured in the infield, runners are allowed to pursue only that base to which they were heading. “Secured” is defined as any player having the ball in hand or glove.

RULE 5 – SPECIAL BASE RUNNING RULE FOR POOL FIELD
a BALL HIT INTO THE WOODS AT the POOL FIELD WILL BE A LIVE BALL UNLESS IT CANNOT IMMEDIATELY BE FOUND.  IN THAT EVENT, THE BALL SHALL BE RULED DEAD AND WILL RESULT IN A GROUND RULE DOUBLE.

doubleheaders

When necessary, the early game of an evening doubleheader shall start at

5:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted on the schedule.  in such games, no new inning shall start after 7:00 p.m.  a game that is called due to time when tied shall stand as an official tie.

due to the time of day, the teams playing the second game of a doubleheader should warm up off the field.  the second game starts at 7:00 p.m. or immediately following the early game, so there may not be time for infield practice.

Rookie league (Age 10– kid pitch)

eligibility

rule 1 – players cannot turn 11 prior to August 1st of the new playing

season.

Player selection

rule 1 – players are drafted by coaches after evaluation.  A random drawing will be conducted for players who do not attend the scheduled player evaluation OR AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BOARD BE DISCUSSED WITH ALL COACHES BEFORE THE DRAFT AND BE INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT PROCESS.
Equipment & Field

Rule 1 – Bat size limit

Bats can be no longer than 33 inches in length and no more than 2 1/4 inches in diameter.

Rule 2 – distance between bases

The bases are 60 feet apart.

rule 3 – PITCHER’S MOUND to plate distance

the DISTANCE BETWEEN THE rear POINT OF HOME PLATE AND THE FRONT SIDE OF THE PITCHING RUBBER SHALL BE 46 FEET.  

ROSTERS & POSITIONS

RULE 1 – number of players

Ten players are TO BE positioned on the field defensively.  The tenth player is a fourth outfielder.

Rule 2 – Outfield positionS

Outfielders are to play at approximately the same depth and equally spaced from each other.

Rule 3 – innings required

All players must play a minimum of four innings, with at least two innings in the infield and at least one inning in the outfield.

Rule 4 – SUBSTITUTIONS

No player may sit out two innings until each player has sat out at least one inning.

Rule 5 – Innings at a position

No player can play one position more than three innings, unless extra innings are necessary, in which case this rule is waived.

rule 6 – catching

a catcher may catch a maximum of four innings in a regulation game, but not more than three consecutive innings.  One full inning’s rest is required after three consecutive innings of catching.  if extra innings are required, the four innings maximum is waived.

SCORING & GAME RULES

Rule 1 – run limit

a team may score a maximum of six runs per half inning.

rule 2 – time limit

eXCEPT FOR INJURY-RELATED OR WEATHER-RELATED DELAYS, no new innings may begin after 2 hours (from the start of the game.)

RULE 3 – game length

A GAME SHALL consist of SIX INNINGS IN DURATION, unless a team is unable to catch up due to the six run limit.  In that event, the game is over.

rule 3a – tie game

if the game is tied after six complete innings or upon reaching the time limit, up to two extra innings can be played.  If the game remains a tie after that, it stands as a tie.

rule 3b – called game

in a game that is called by the umpire, coaches, or League director due to adverse conditions, 3 complete innings or 2 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead, constitutes a complete game.  See “General Rules” 2A for resumption of suspended games.

rule 4 – infield fly rule

THE INFIELD FLY RULE is in effect.

rule 4a – Infield fly rule explained

The infield fly rule applies when a fly ball is hit in or near the infield and there are runners on first and second, or first, second, and third and there are less than two outs.  The umpire in his judgment shall call the infield fly rule.  Once called, the batter is out whether or not the fielder catches the ball.  In the event the fielder drops the ball, runners may advance at their own risk.

cOACHING

rule 1 – coaches

base coaches are to be adults, not players.

pitching

Rule 1 – Pitcher duration

NO PITCHER MAY PITCH MORE THAN TWO INNINGS IN ONE GAME OR MORE THAN SIX INNINGS IN ONE CALENDAR WEEK. 

rule 2 – inning defined for pitching

one pitch to a batter equals an inning pitched.

rule 3 – pitcher ins and outs

a pitcher, once removed as a pitcher, may not pitch again in the same game.

rule 4 – bean balls

a pitcher that hits three batters in a game shall be removed from further pitching in that game.

rule 5 – pitcher visits

a coach may visit a pitcher twice per game.  Upon the third visit, the pitcher must be removed.  a visit due to an injury does not count as an official visit.

rule 6 – balks

no balks are called.  However, the umpire may call an no pitch resulting in a dead ball.

BATTING

rule 1 – dropped third strike

The dropped third strike rule is not in effect.  therefore, the batter is out on the third strike REGARDLESS OF WHETHER or not the pitch IS LEGALLY CAUGHT BY THE CATCHER.

rule 3 – bunting

Bunting is allowed.

RULE 4 – PITCH HITS GROUND IN FRONT OF PLATE AND HITS THE BATTER

A PITCH THROWN BY THE PITCHER THAT HITS THE GROUND BEFORE THE PLATE AND HITS THE BATTER IS A HIT BY PITCH and becomes a dead ball.  FIRST BASE IS AWARDED and the runners advance accordingly.  THIS RULE RELATES ONLY TO A HIT BATTER.  IF THE BATTER SWINGS AND MISSES OR HITS THE BALL IT IS A STRIKE, HIT OR FOUL AS APPROPRIATE.

base running

Rule 1 – Lead-offs

leading off is not allowed.  Runners may not leave the base until the pitched ball has crossed home plate.

Rule 1a – Penalty for leaving base early

a runner leaving early will be sent back and given a team warning the first time.  subsequent violations by the same team shall result in the runner leaving early being called out.  If the pitch has been delivered, it shall be ruled a “no pitch” with no advance of base runners.  A violation by one base runner shall not affect other base runners.

rule 2 – stealing

    PRIOR TO MID SEASON NO STEALING IS PERMITTED.  AT MID SEASON (AS DESIGNATED BY TVBL) STEALING OF ALL BASES IS ALLOWED WITHIN THE PARAMETERS OF THE “NO LEAD-OFF” RULE.  THE LONE EXCEPTION IS NO STEALING OF HOME (INCLUDING AN OVER THROW TO 3RD FOR A PLAYER STEALING THIS BASE).


rule 3 – base running after overthrows

general rules apply for Balls out of play. 
doubleheaders

When necessary, the early game of an evening doubleheader shall start at

5:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted on the schedule.  in such games, no new inning shall start after 7:00 p.m.  a game that is called due to time when tied shall stand as an official tie.

due to the time of day, the teams playing the second game of a doubleheader should warm up off the field.  the second game starts at 7:00 p.m. or immediately following the early game,, so there may not be time for infield practice.

minor league (age 11 – kid pitch)

eligibility

rule 1 – Players cannot turn 12 prior to August 1st of the new playing

season.

Player selection

rule 1 – players are drafted by coaches after evaluation.  A random drawing will be conducted for players who do not attend the scheduled player evaluation OR AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BOARD BE DISCUSSED WITH ALL COACHES BEFORE THE DRAFT AND BE INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT PROCESS.

Equipment & Field

Rule 1 – Bat size limit

Bats can be no longer than 33 inches in length and no more than 2 1/4 inches in diameter.

Rule 2 – distance between bases

The bases are 60 feet apart.

rule 3 – PITCHER’S MOUND to plate distance

the DISTANCE BETWEEN THE rear POINT OF HOME PLATE AND THE FRONT SIDE OF THE PITCHING RUBBER SHALL BE 46 FEET.

ROSTERS & POSITIONS

RULE 1 – number of players

Ten players are TO BE positioned on the field defensively.  The tenth player is a fourth outfielder.

Rule 2 – Outfield positionS

Outfielders are to play at approximately the same depth and equally spaced from each other.

Rule 3 – innings required

All players must play a minimum of four innings, with at least two innings in the infield and at least one inning in the outfield.

Rule 4 – SUBSTITUTIONS

No player may sit out two innings until each player has sat out at least one inning.

Rule 5 – Innings at a position

No player other than the catcher can play one position more than three innings, unless extra innings are necessary, in which case this rule is waived.

rule 6 – catching

a catcher may catch a maximum of four innings in a regulation game, but not more than three consecutive innings.  One full inning’s rest is required after three consecutive innings of catching.  if extra innings are required, the four innings maximum is waived.

SCORING & GAME RULES

Rule 1 – run limit/mercy rule

Five complete innings (4 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead) constitutes a complete game if either team is ahead by ten or more runs.  The home team is entitled to last at bat.

rule 2 – time limit

eXCEPT FOR INJURY-RELATED OR WEATHER-RELATED DELAYS, no new innings may begin after 2 hours (from the start of the game.)

RULE 3 – game length

A GAME SHALL consist of SIX full INNINGS.

rule 3a – tie game

if the game is tied after six complete innings or upon reaching the time limit, up to two extra innings can be played.  If the game remains a tie after that, it stands as a tie.

rule 3b – called game

in a game that is called by the umpire, coaches, or League director due to adverse conditions, 3 complete innings or 2 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead, constitutes a complete game.  See “General Rules” 2A for resumption of suspended games.

rule 4 – infield fly rule

THE INFIELD FLY RULE is in effect.

rule 4a – Infield fly rule explained

The infield fly rule applies when a fly ball is hit in or near the infield and there are runners on first and second, or first, second, and third and there are less than two outs.  The umpire in his judgment shall call the infield fly rule.  Once called, the batter is out whether or not the fielder catches the ball.  In the event the fielder drops the ball, runners may advance at their own risk.

cOACHING

rule 1 – coaches

base coaches can be adults or players. reminder - Player base coaches must wear a helmet.

pitching

Rule 1 – Pitcher duration

NO PITCHER MAY PITCH MORE THAN TWO INNINGS IN ONE GAME OR MORE THAN SIX INNINGS IN ONE CALENDAR WEEK. 

rule 2 – inning defined for pitching

one pitch to a batter equals an inning pitched.

rule 3 – pitcher ins and outs

a pitcher, once removed as a pitcher, may not pitch again in the same game.

rule 4 – bean balls

a pitcher that hits three batters in a game shall be removed from further pitching in that game.

rule 5 – pitcher visits

a coach may visit a pitcher twice per game.  Upon the third visit, the pitcher must be removed.  a visit due to an injury does not count as an official visit.

rule 6 – balks

no balks are called.  However, the umpire may call an illegal pitch resulting in a dead ball.

batting

rule 1 – dropped third strike

The dropped third strike rule is not in effect.  therefore, the batter is out on the third strike REGARDLESS OF WHETHER or not the pitch IS LEGALLY CAUGHT BY THE CATCHER.

base running

Rule 1 – Lead-offs

leading off is not allowed.  base Runners may not leave the base until the pitched ball has crossed home plate.

rule 1A – Penalty for leaving base early

a runner leaving early will be sent back and given a team warning the first time.  subsequent violations by the same team shall result in the runner leaving early being called out.  If the pitch has been delivered, it shall be ruled a “no pitch” with no advance of base runners.  A violation by one base runner shall not affect other base runners.

rule 1B – Returning to base

When the pitcher is in contact with the pitcher’s rubber with possession of the ball and the catcher is in the catcher’s box ready to receive delivery of the pitch, the base runners must return to their last occupied base.

rule 2 – stealing

STEALING OF ALL BASES IS ALLOWED WITHIN THE PARAMETERS OF THE “NO LEAD-OFF” RULE

doubleheaders

When necessary, the early game of an evening doubleheader on a lighted field shall start at 5:30 pm unless otherwise noted on the schedule.  in such games, no new inning shall start after 7:30 pm.  Such a game that is called due to time when tied shall stand as an official tie.

due to the time of day, the teams playing the second game of a doubleheader should warm up off the field.  the second game starts at 7:30 pm or immediately following the early game, so there may not be time for infield practice.

mAJOR league (age 12 – kid pitch)

eligibility

rule 1 – players cannot turn 13 prior to August 1st of the new playing

SEason.

Player selection

rule 1 – players are drafted by coaches after evaluation.  A random draw will be conducted for players not attending the scheduled player evaluation OR AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BOARD BE DISCUSSED WITH ALL COACHES BEFORE THE DRAFT AND BE INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT PROCESS.
Equipment & Field

Rule 1 – Bat size limit

BATS CAN BE NO LONGER THAN 33 INCHES IN LENGTH AND NO MORE THAN 2 5/8 INCHES IN DIAMETER

Rule 2 – distance between bases

The bases are 70 feet apart

rule 3 – PITCHER’S MOUND to plate distance

the DISTANCE BETWEEN THE rear POINT OF HOME PLATE AND THE FRONT SIDE OF THE PITCHING RUBBER SHALL BE 50 FEET.

ROSTERS & POSITIONS

RULE 1 – number of players

nINE players are TO BE positioned on the field defensively.

Rule 2 – Outfield positionS

N/A

Rule 3 – innings required

All players must play a minimum of four innings, with at least two innings in the infield and at least one inning in the outfield.

Rule 4 – SUBSTITUTIONS

No player may sit out two innings until each player has sat out at least one inning.

Rule 5 – Innings at a position

No player other than the catcher can play one position more than three innings, unless extra innings are necessary, in which case this rule is waived.

rule 6 – catching

a catcher may catch a maximum of four innings in a regulation game, but not more than three consecutive innings.  One full inning’s rest is required after three consecutive innings of catching.  if extra innings are required, the four innings maximum is waived.

SCORING & GAME RULES

Rule 1 – run limit/mercy rule

Five complete innings (4 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead) constitutes a complete game if either team is ahead by ten or more runs.  The home team is entitled to last at bat.

rule 2 – time limit

eXCEPT FOR INJURY-RELATED OR WEATHER-RELATED DELAYS, no new innings may begin after 2 hours (from the start of the game.)

RULE 3 – game length

A GAME SHALL consist of SIX full INNINGS.

rule 3a – tie game

if the game is tied after six complete innings or upon reaching the time limit, up to two extra innings can be played.  If the game remains a tie after that, it stands as a tie. 

rule 3b – called game

in a game that is called by the umpire, coaches, or League director due to adverse conditions, 3 complete innings or 2 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead, constitutes a complete game.  See “General Rules” 2A for resumption of suspended games.

rule 4 – infield fly rule

THE INFIELD FLY RULE is in effect.

rule 4a – Infield fly rule explained

The infield fly rule applies when a fly ball is hit in or near the infield and there are runners on first and second, or first, second, and third and there are less than two outs.  The umpire in his judgment shall call the infield fly rule.  Once called, the batter is out whether or not the fielder catches the ball.  In the event the fielder drops the ball, runners may advance at their own risk.

cOACHING

rule 1 – coaches

base coaches can be adults or players.  reminder - Player base coaches must wear a helmet.

pitching

Rule 1 – Pitcher duration

NO PITCHER MAY PITCH MORE THAN TWO INNINGS IN ONE GAME OR MORE THAN SIX INNINGS IN ONE CALENDAR WEEK.

rule 2 – inning defined for pitching

one pitch to a batter equals an inning pitched.

rule 3 – pitcher ins and outs

a pitcher, once removed as a pitcher, may not pitch again in the same game.

rule 4 – bean balls

a pitcher that hits three batters in a game shall be removed from further pitching in that game.

rule 5 – pitcher visits

a coach may visit a pitcher twice per game.  Upon the third visit, the pitcher must be removed.  a visit due to an injury does not count as an official visit.

rule 6 – balks

no balks are called.  However, the umpire may call an illegal pitch resulting in a dead ball.

batting

rule 1 – dropped third strike

The dropped third strike rule is not in effect.  therefore, the batter is out on the third strike REGARDLESS OF WHETHER or not the pitch IS LEGALLY CAUGHT BY THE CATCHER.

base running

Rule 1 – Lead-offs

leading off is not allowed.  base Runners may not leave the base until the pitched ball has left the pitcher’s hand.

rule 1A – Penalty for leaving base early

    A RUNNER ADVANCING EARLY (PRIOR TO PITCHED BALL leaving pitcher’s hand) WILL BE SENT BACK AND GIVEN A TEAM WARNING THE FIRST TIME.  SUBSEQUENT VIOLATIONS BY THE SAME TEAM SHALL RESULT IN THE RUNNER ADVANCING EARLY BEING CALLED OUT.  A VIOLATION BY ONE BASE RUNNER SHALL NOT AFFECT THE OTHER BASE RUNNERS.


rule 1B – Returning to base

When the pitcher is in contact with the pitcher’s rubber with possession of the ball and the catcher is in the catcher’s box ready to receive delivery of the pitch, the base runners must return to their last occupied base.

rule 2 – stealing

stealing of all bases is allowed within the parameters of the “no Lead-off” rule.

rule 3 – advancing on passed balls and overthrows

   a player may advance as many bases as they desire at their own risk, 

base runners may safely advance to the next base beyond that which   

they are closest after a ball goes out of play.

A ball is out of play when it goes out of bounds, into a dugout, over a fence, behind the backstop, or is lodged in a fence or backstop.

doubleheaders

when necessary, the early game of an evening doubleheader on a lighted field shall start at 5:30 pm unless otherwise noted on the schedule.  in such games, no new inning shall start after 7:30 pm.  Such a game that is called due to time when tied shall stand as an official tie.

due to the time of day, the teams playing the second game of a doubleheader should warm up off the field.  the second game starts at 7:30 pm or immediately following the early game, so there may not be time for infield practice.

senioR league (ages 13, 14, & 15 – kid pitch)

eligibility

rule 1 – Players cannot turn 16 prior to August 1st of the new playing

season.

Player selection

rule 1 – players are drafted by coaches after evaluation. A random draw will be conducted for players not attending the scheduled player evaluation OR AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BOARD BE DISCUSSED WITH ALL COACHES BEFORE THE DRAFT AND BE INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT PROCESS.

Equipment & Field

Rule 1 – Bat size limit

n/a

Rule 2 – distance between bases

The BASES are 80 FEET apart

rule 3 – PITCHER’S MOUND to plate distance

the DISTANCE BETWEEN THE rear POINT OF HOME PLATE AND THE FRONT SIDE OF THE PITCHING RUBBER SHALL BE 56 FEET.

ROSTERS & POSITIONS

RULE 1 – number of players

nINE players are TO BE positioned on the field defensively.

Rule 2 – Outfield positionS

N/A

Rule 3 – innings required

There are no infield/outfield inning requirements for players.  however, all players must play a minimum of four innings.

Rule 4 – SUBSTITUTIONS

No player may sit out two innings until each player has sat out at least one inning.

Rule 5 – Innings at a position

There are no restrictions on the number of innings at a position with the exception of the pitcher and the catcher.

rule 6 – catching

a catcher may catch a maximum of six innings in a regulation game, but not more than four consecutive innings.  One full inning’s rest is required after four consecutive innings of catching.  if extra innings are required, the six innings maximum is waived.

SCORING & GAME RULES

Rule 1 – run limit/mercy rule

Five complete innings (4 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead) constitutes a complete game if either team is ahead by ten or more runs.  The home team is entitled to last at bat.

rule 2 – time limit

eXCEPT FOR INJURY-RELATED OR WEATHER-RELATED DELAYS, no new innings may begin after 2 1/2 hours (from the start of the game.)

RULE 3 – game length

A GAME SHALL consist of seven full INNINGS.

rule 3a – tie game

if the game is tied after seven complete innings or upon reaching the time limit, up to two extra innings can be played.  If the game remains a tie after that, it stands as a tie.

rule 3b – called game

in a game that is called by the umpire, coaches, or League director due to adverse conditions, 4 complete innings or 3 1/2 innings if the home team is ahead, constitutes a complete game.  See “General Rules” 2A for resumption of suspended games.

rule 4 – infield fly rule

THE INFIELD FLY RULE is in effect.

rule 4a – Infield fly rule explained

The infield fly rule applies when a fly ball is hit in or near the infield and there are runners on first and second, or first, second, and third and there are less than two outs.  The umpire in his judgment shall call the infield fly rule.  Once called, the batter is out whether or not the fielder catches the ball.  In the event the fielder drops the ball, runners may advance at their own risk.

cOACHING

rule 1 – coaches

base coaches can be adults or players. reminder - Player base coaches must wear a helmet.

pitching

Rule 1 – Pitcher duration

NO PITCHER MAY PITCH MORE THAN three INNINGS IN ONE GAME OR MORE THAN nine INNINGS IN ONE CALENDAR WEEK. 

rule 2 – inning defined for pitching

one pitch to a batter equals an inning pitched.

rule 3 – pitcher ins and outs

a pitcher, once removed as a pitcher, may not pitch again in the same game.

rule 4 – bean balls

a pitcher that hits three batters in a game shall be removed from further pitching in that game.

rule 5 – pitcher visits

a coach may visit a pitcher twice per game.  Upon the third visit, the pitcher must be removed.  a visit due to an injury does not count as an official visit.

rule 6 – balks

Balks will be called and enforced after the second week of the season.  until then, umpires may call balks resulting in a dead ball situation.

batting

rule 1 – dropped third strike

The dropped third strike rule is in effect.

rule 1a – DROPPED THIRD STRIKE CLARIFICATION:

The “Dropped Third Strike” is a rule to determine when a batter is considered out for scoring purposes.  The following relates to game situations for this rule when the catcher does not catch the ball cleanly on the third strike:

1.
Whenever first base is unoccupied, it does not matter how many outs there are, the batter is not considered out until the catcher either tags the batter or throws the ball to first base for the force out.  If there is a runner on either second or third base, they may advance at their own risk. 

2.
When first base is occupied and there are less than two outs, there is no need to tag the batter or force him out at first base.  He is considered out whether or not the catcher catches the ball.

3.
When first base is occupied and there are two outs, the batter is required to either be tagged by the catcher or forced out.  Additionally, if there is more than one runner on the bases (e.g. bases loaded), a force out can be executed at any one of the available bases.  As an example, where the bases are loaded and the catcher drops the third strike, the catcher can obtain an out by simply stepping on home plate prior to the runner from third reaching home plate.

base running

Rule 1 – Lead-offs

There are no restrictions to leading off and base runners may advance at any time.

rule 2 – stealing

stealing of all bases is allowed.

rule 3 – SLIDING

HEAD FIRST SLIDES ARE ALLOWED.
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